Week ______4_________   Main goal for this week: Learn about spoken word poetry with concepts of style and performance, with a poetry slam to end the unit.
	
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	Description of activities

	Introduction to spoken word poetry/watching Youtube videos/introduction of poetry slam project 
	Sarah Kay TedTalk activity
	Vocal exercise lesson
	Practice for poetry slam
	Poetry slam!

	What students will be doing


	Learning what spoken word poetry is and watching examples on Youtube.  Get started planning our own poetry slam.
	Watch Sarah Kay’s TedTalk video and respond to her suggestions as an independent in-class writing activity.
	Students will complete the vocal exercise activity in pairs and begin to write their own poems or songs.
	Writing and editing their own poems and/or songs and practicing the performance of their work. 
	Putting on a poetry slam for performing their original works for an audience in the school library.

	What/how you’ll teach


	Introduce spoken word poetry by using Youtube videos of prominent slam poets, on a variety of forms and topics.  Discuss and share ideas for creating our own poetry slam.
	Watch the video and try what Sarah says: list 10 things you know to be true.  Then try to find other students with the 4 connections to your list.  Pick 1 to write about.
	We will first watch “When Love Arrives” on Youtube.  Then students will get with a partner and complete the vocal exercise activity.  Remaining time will be spent working on poems.
	Students will have time to write, edit, and practice.  Students can work individually or in small groups or pairs to help edit and critique each other’s writing and performances.
	I will organize the performance and invite other classes to watch.  The rest is up to the students to present their works and be a good audience to their classmates.

	What will be learned (and how will you know?)


	Students will learn what slam poetry is and the forms it can take.  Assessment is based on participation in class discussion on planning our slam.
	Students will learn how to brainstorm ideas and how to connect with other students through ideas.  Assessment is based on participation and completion of lists.
	Students will learn about and practice concepts of vocal performance in slam poetry.  Assessment is based on participation and completion of the activity worksheet.
	Students will learn to give and receive edits and criticism for their own and their peer’s work.  Assessment is based on participation and cooperation with peers.
	Students will learn how to perform poetry for an audience.  Assessment is based on the quality of performance and performance etiquette. 


